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MILITARY ADDRESSEES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MPOL. AWACS, GW 

SUBJECT: FRG MINISTER OF DEFENSE APEL'S COMMENTS ON 
DEFENSE MINISTERS' MEETING; AWACS AND OTHER 
SUBJECTS 

1 . I HAD OPPORTUNITY FOR BRIEF, INFORMAL TALK WITH 
FRG MOD APEL DURING BREAK IN GERMAN TRADE UNION CON- 
FERENCE IN HAMBURG MAY 21. AFTER SOME GOOD-NATURED 
JOSHING ABOUT QUANTITY OF LETTERS HE HAD BEEN RECEIVING 
FROM U.S. IN RECENT DAYS ON DEFENSE MATTERS, HE WENT ON 
TO COMMENT IN UPBEAT TERMS ON DEFENSE MINISTERS' 
MEETING IN BRUSSELS AND, IN PARTICULAR, ABOUT GOOD TALKS 
HE HAD HAD WITH HAROLD BROWN. HE CLEARLY FELT THE 
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MEETING HAD BEEN A SUCCESS, ESTABLISHING A GOOD BASIS 
FOR THE NATO SUMMIT, AND THAT A SOLID AND SYMPATHETIC 
UNDERSTANDING HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED BETWEEN SECRETARY 
BROWN AND HIMSELF. 

2. ON AWACS, APEL SAID "WE'LL GET IT." HE WOULD HAVE 
SOME PROBLEMS STILL WITH THE BUNDESTAG, BUT HE WAS CON- 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


FIDENT THESE WOULD BE MANAGEABLE. APEL NOTED THAT THE 
ITALIANS WERE INCREASING THEIR CONTRIBUTION, AND THAT 
THE FRENCH PROMISED TO COME IN WITH DOLS. 200 MILLION, 
ALTHOUGH HE EXPRESSED SOME SKEPTICISM ABOUT HOW FIRM 
THE LATTER WOULD PROVE TO BE. 

3. APEL LIKEWISE COMMENTED FAVORABLY ON THE LONG-TERM 
DEFENSE PROGRAM, SAYING THAT THIS APPEARED ASSURED OF 
SUCCESS. HEH DID MENTION, HOWEVER, THAT THE FRG HAD 
RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE PROPOSAL FOR A PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 
ORGANIZATION. HE QUESTIONED WHETHER THIS WOULD BE 
ADVISABLE. 

4. APEL ALSO SAID HE HAD TALKED WITH SECRETARY BROWN 
ABOUT THE "TELEPHONE PROBLEM" REGARDING U.S. FORCES IN 
THE FRG, AND THEY HAD AGREED IT WOULD BE HELPFUL FOR 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY LEBERGE TO COME TO BONN FOR DIRECT, 
INTENSIVE TALKS WITH BUNDESPOST OFFICIALS TO CLEAR UP 
THIS LONG-STANDING ISSUE. WHEN APEL SAID IT SEEMED TO 
HIM THAT U.S. SIMPLY DID NOT WISH TO PURCHASE 

GERMAN TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT, I RESPONDED THAT I THOUGHT 
MAIN PROBLEM WAS EXORBITANT PRICE WHICH BUNDESPOST WAS 
INSISTING ON FOR EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES. APEL AGREED 
A "COMPROMISE" WOULD HAVE TO BE REACHED ON THIS QUESTION 
AND THAT HE WOULD WORK FOR IT. 
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5. COMMENT: APEL'S MOOD WAS VERY POSITIVE AND HIS 
SATISFACTION WITH BRUSSELS MEETING WAS EVIDENT. STOESSEL 
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